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SUBJECT: IMPACT OF SENATORIAL LETTER ON EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS 

1. NEWS OF LETTER SUPPORING ISRAEL SIGNED BY 

76 SENATORS CAME AS MAJOR BLOW TO MANY EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIALS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN TOP LEVELS OF 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, WHO HAVE 
SUPPORTED SADAT'S POLICY OF EXPANDING RELATIONS 
WITH US. TOP LEADERS, SUCH AS PRIMIN SALIM, 

DEP PRIMIN/FONMIN FAHMY, PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY SPEAKER 
SAYED MAR'I, AND PROMINENT PARLIAMENTARIANS 
EXPRESSED DISMAY THAT US SENATORS, SOME OF WHOM 
THEY HAD MET AND FOUND SYMPATHETIC BOTH IN EGYPT 
AND DURING VISITS TO US, COULD SUBSCRIBE TO SUCH A 
STATEMENT AT TIME WHEN USG WAS ENGAGED IN ALL 
IMPORTANT REASSESSMENT OF ITS ME POLICY. 

2. EXPLANATIONS BY SENATOR BAKER AND REP 
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MAY 24 VISITS IN CAIRO, THAT LETTER WAS NOT TO 
BE READ AS ANTI-EGYPTIAN BUT ONLY AS REITERATION 
OF GENERAL US SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
WERE BRUSHED ASIDE, AS WAS SUGGESTION THAT 
SIGNIFICANCE OF LETTER IN POLICY TERMS SHOULD 

NOT BE EXAGGERATED. INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, SADAT MADE NO COMMENT 
OR CRITICISM TO BAKER OR RIEGLE RE LETTER. 

3. SOME EGYPTIANS QUESTIONED VALUE OF EFFORT 

THEY WERE TRYING TO MAKE TO CONVINCE AMERICANS OF 
RECTITUDE OF THEIR POSITION, SINCE LATTER-- 
AND PARTICULARLY CONGRESSMEN IRREVOCABLY WERE 
SO COMMITTED TO SUPPORT OF ISRAELI EXAPNSAIONIST 
POLICY THAT NO AMOUNT OF ARGUMENT COULD CHANGE 
THEM. OTHERS, SUCH AS SAYED MART, SAW NEED TO 
INCREASE EGYPTIAN EFFORTS TO PUT THEIR 
POINTS ACROSS TO AMERICAN CONGRESS AND PUBLIC 
BY VARIOUS MEANS. MARI IS CONSIDERING EXTENDING 
INVITATIONS TO PROMINENT SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES, 

KNOWN FOR SUPPORT OF ISRAELIS, TO VISIT EGYPT 
AND HEAR EGYPTIAN SIDE OF STORY FIRST-HAND. ACTIVE 
WOMAN PARLIAMENTARIAN, DR. LEILA TAKLA, WHO 
JUST RETURNED FROM US TOUR BY PEOPLE S ASSEMBLY 
GROUP, TOLD CHARGE SHE WAS SENDING CABLES TO 
EACH OF SENATORIAL SIGNEES PROTESTING THEIR ACTION. 

4. CAIRO PRESS MAY 25 ALSO REPORTS THAT PEOPLE S 
ASSEMBLY WILL DISCUSS THIS DATE ATTEMPT BY 76 SENATORS TO 
RESTRICT FREEDOM OF PRESIDENT FORD IN HIS 

UPCOMING SALZBURG MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SADAT. 
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